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It has been a challenging academic 
year, but I have never been prouder of the 
accomplishments of International Studies 
students and faculty.  The year started 
with the final phase in of the new major 
requirements.  Though there was signifi-
cant student input into the redesign of the 
major, we the faculty introduced the more 
stringent requirements unsure how stu-
dents would react. We should have had 
greater  trust.   The  response  has  been 
overwhelmingly positive as nearly anyone 
that could choose the more challenging 
path did.  The number of students in-
creased in International Studies even as 
the  university  as  a 
whole took unprece-
dented measures to 
curtail enrollment in 
tight  budgetary 
times.   

The  remarkable 
students in our pro-
gram have continued 
to distinguish them-
selves.  Nationwide 
less than one percent 
of  graduates  have 
studied abroad while 
67  percent  of  em-
ployers want gradu-
ates  to  have  first-
hand knowledge of 
global  contexts.  
Compare this to the 
approximately 60 percent of International 
Studies students who have studies abroad.  
Less than 20 percent of graduates nation-
wide but 81 percent of employers want to 
see internship experience.  Compare this 
to the majority of International Studies 
students who complete an internship at 
home, abroad, or both.   Less than a quar-
ter of graduates nationwide state they can 
converse in another language while nearly 
half of employers want that skill.  All 
International Studies students are conver-
sant – if not fluent - in another language at 
graduation and many are conversant in 
three or four languages. 
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It is rare indeed for me to hear com-
plaints from a student about how much the 
program pushes.  Instead, students seem 
to relish the challenge.  What I hear in 
advising is concern from students about 
how to maximize their education while 
navigating  the  increasingly  stochastic 
educational environment.  In the class-
room I continue to be impressed at how 
often a student has a line of enquiry or 
intellectual challenge that pushes me back 
to the literature, even when teaching in the 
specialty field that has been part of my life 
for nearly two decades.  I hear back al-
most  weekly from colleagues in other 

departments 
about  the  high 
level of contribu-
tion International 
Studies  students 
make  in  their 
classrooms.   It 
takes real dedica-
tion  to  take,  for 
instance, a Histo-
ry class with His-
tory majors and a 
Political  Science 
class with Politi-
cal  Science  ma-
jors at  the same 
time and not only 
get “A”s in both 

but  impress  the 
faculty in both.  

 The  International 
Studies Student Association (ISSA) con-
tinues to impress.  I won’t detail accom-
plishments  and  leadership  as  they  are 
elsewhere in this Newsletter, but the level 
of  energy  has  brought  prestige  across 
campus to their efforts and to Internation-
al Studies.  I really don’t know how I 
could possibly lead the Program without 
ISSA’s verve, vigor, and vision. 

Students  continue  to  distinguish 
themselves off campus.  Nearly a third of 
International Studies students now go on 
to some of the finest graduate programs in 
the country such as Johns Hopkins School 
for Advanced In- Continued on page 2 

CSULB Internat ional  Studies  Student  Associat ion presents  

Spring 2012 

Dr. Richard Marcus and his buddies in Kolwezi 
in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. 



PAGE 2 THE INTERNATIONAL STUDIES NEWSLETTER ISSUE 4 

ternational  Studies,  Georgetown,  Cornell,  George 
Washington, University of Michigan, UCSD, Berke-
ley, UCLA, London School of Economics, University 
of London School of Oriental and African Studies, 
and Yale in the past two years alone.  Others have 
gone  into  Peace  Corps, 
AmeriCorps-VISTA,  and 
Teach for America.  We have 
celebrated student success at 
obtaining some of the most 
competitive  scholarships 
including a recent graduate 
(dual  major  with  German), 
Steffi Bryson, who became 
the first Rhodes Scholar ever 
from any CSU.  International 
Studies graduates now work for multinational corpo-
rations, the U.S. State Department, intelligence agen-
cies, and non-government organizations in Southern 
California and many countries around the world.   

International Studies faculty have also had a tre-
mendous year.  Dr. Julie Weise has been on leave 
working under a National Endowment for the Hu-
manities fellowship, one of only ten faculty in the 
country to receive such an award.  She recently com-
pleted her forthcoming book, Corazon de Dixie: Mi-
gration and the Struggle for Rights in the U.S. South 
and Mexico, 1910-2010.  She will come back to In-
ternational Studies in the Fall to teach Senior Seminar 
and our new GE Critical Thinking (A3) course: I/ST 
100: Global Citizenship.  Dr. Elizabeth Philipose has 
continued to write on the intersection between gender, 
race, sexuality, nation and empire in global politics.  
She taught a new course for International Studies, 
Feminism and International Human Rights, and has 
written a new course, Ethics of Globalization.  Having 
published her book Women and Property in Urban 
India last year, this year Dr. Bipasha Baruah has 
started on a new research project while answering 
invitations to speak on her book topic around the 
world.  I share the bittersweet news that Dr. Baruah 
will be leaving CSULB at the end of this term to be-
come the Canada Chair of Gender Studies at Western 
Ontario University.  We the faculty will miss her as a 
colleague and friend but wish 
her well in her new position, 
the most prestigious type of 
endowed chair in Canada.   In 
the fall I worked on revisions 
for my forthcoming book, Un-
governed Mining, Illicit For-
estry,   and Other  Signs  the 
State is Unraveling in Mada-
gascar,  I continued to work on a federally-funded 
water research project, was fortunate to win another, 
and have a forthcoming article on lessons Madagascar 
can learn from Israeli water policy.   I travelled to 
Madagascar three times and Israel and France once, 
and I continued in my advisory capacity as Lead Re-
searcher  (governance)  for  the  World  Bank/
Antananarivo.  I continued as the Chair of the CSULB 
Academic Senate’s International Education Commit-
tee, as a member of the CSU Water Resource Policy 
initiative, and took on a new role of CSULB Repre-
sentative to the CSU Advisory Council on Interna-
tional Programs.   

International Studies has also benefited from the 
addition of new part time and affiliate faculty. Nathan 
Gonzales is a scholar of Iranian ethno-politics.  Amina 
el-Annan is a scholar of transboundary Muslim iden-
tities. Tom Frazier is an urban geographer who studies 
security habitation in Berlin.  Norma Chinchilla is a 
scholar of social stratification in Latin America.  Ar-
lene Lazarowitz is a scholar of Jewish influence in 

American Foreign Policy.  And, Angela Hawk, inves-
tigates a transboundary comparative history of insanity 
and institutions in the nineteenth-century throughout 
the Pacific Rim.  All have made enormous contribu-
tions to the International Studies classroom. 

The cuts  the  CSU,  CSULB,  and  International 
Studies will face in the coming year are unprecedented.  

The  university  is  currently 
adjusting  to  the  $21.6m in 
cuts  made  to  the  2011-12 
academic year.  Most of these 
have not yet been felt as the 
university has used reserves 
while  implementing  over  a 
twelve-month period.  If the 
November 2012 ballot meas-
ure proposed by the governor 
(“Millionaire’s  Tax”)  does 

not pass an automatic “trigger” will reduce the CSULB 
budget by an additional $15.6m.  As this is on top of 
cuts in the previous two years, this will mean a total 
reduction of the university budget by 37 percent.  Even 
the very draconian reductions released by Provost Don 
Para will make only a small dent in balancing cuts of 
such magnitude.  Even before this, CSULB was ranked 
the 5th  most  efficient university in the country as 
measured by turning combined state and tuition dollars 
into classroom seats for students.  There is only bone 
left.  At this point it is nearly certain that every faculty 
member will feel the cuts in research support and travel 
as funding will be close to zero and critical library 
resources will but cut; they will feel the cuts as classes 
are mandated to be larger and faculty will teach more 
classes.  Students will feel the cuts next year as classes 
become more and more difficult to find, there will be 
few seminars, there will be fewer faculty meaning less 
time to build intellectual interactions, advising hours 
will be cut, and there will be fewer administrators and 
staff to handle everything from enrollment to financial 
needs.   Staff will feel the cuts as increasingly one per-
son takes on a second and third set of job duties.  It is no 
longer a question of “if” it is a question of “how much.”  
In just three years California has dropped to 49th in the 
country in spending for higher education and it will be 
increasingly felt. 

I nonetheless see the future of International Studies 
as very bright. As a program we 
have  always  had  a  shoestring 
budget.  Faculty have an impres-
sive  reputation  of  bringing  in 
external  funds  for  research, 
teaching, and program develop-
ment.  The core faculty, affiliate 
faculty, and advisory board, are 
amongst  the  most  dedicated  I 

have seen anywhere in higher education.   Meanwhile, 
the success of students makes International Studies a 
major that cannot be ignored.   As a result, what we lack 
in money we make up for in social capital.   We have 
benefited from the support friendship of Dr. Gerry 
Riposa, Dean of the College of Liberal Arts and will 
miss his leadership as he steps down in June.  At the 
same time we anticipate developing a wonderful new 
relationship with our new dean, Dr. David Wallace.  
The International Studies faculty and I will continue to 
develop innovative programming, serve student needs, 
and ensure that students graduate with the same tre-
mendous education that has led to such high levels of 
success in graduate schools and in the work force.  I 
came to CSULB because of the International Studies 
Program.  I couldn’t be more proud and humbled by it 
and I am deeply privileged to have the opportunity to 
work with such remarkable students and faculty. ■ 

 

Continued from  page 1 

“Nearly a third of Interna onal Stud-
ies students now go on to some of 

the finest graduate programs in the 
country.” 

“..the success of students makes 
Interna onal Studies a major 

that cannot be ignored.” 
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ISSA’S main event for the 2011-2012 academic year 



 

Dr. Bipasha Baruah 
By Natalie Garac, Senior 

 
Dr. Bipasha Baruah has con-

tributed greatly to the International 
Studies department.  She was born 
and raised in India and has been 
educated in India and Canada.  
Shortly after receiving her Ph.D in 
International Development at the 
York University in Canada, she 
held a Social Sciences and Humani-
ties Research Council of Canada 
postdoctoral fellowship at the Uni-
versity of Toronto.   

Dr. Baruah is currently an asso-
ciate professor at CSULB with a 
specialization in gender and devel-
opment; feminist postcolonial stud-
ies; gender and globalization; politi-
cal, social and economic inequality; 
and women and work.  In addition 
to working in academia, Dr. Baruah 
has served as a consultant to the 
Canadian International Develop-
ment Agency, the Department of 
Foreign Affairs and International 
Trade, the International Labor Or-
ganization, the United Nations De-
velopment Program and the Asian 
Development Bank.   

In addition to working in India, 

Canada, and the U.S., Dr. Baruah 
has worked in several other coun-
tries, including Indonesia, St. Vin-
cent and the Grenadines, St. Kitts 
and Nevis, and St. Lucia as a pro-
fessor, development researcher and 
consultant.  She has also had the 
opportunity to travel to other coun-
tries in Europe, Asia, Africa and 
Latin America for business and 
pleasure. Dr. Baruah is looking for-
ward to studying the opportunities 
and constraints that women will 
face in adapting to low-carbon 
economies in different world re-
gional contexts. 

Starting July 1, 2012 Dr. Ba-
ruah will be taking up a new posi-
tion as an Associate Professor and 
Canada Research Chair in Global 
Women’s Issues at the University 
of Western Ontario.  With this posi-
tion Dr. Baruah will be conducting 
interdisciplinary ownership and 
“green” livelihoods. [We’ll miss 
you, Dr. Baruah!] 

On top of Dr. Baruah’s very 
fascinating and successful career, 
she enjoys listening to reggae and 
hip-hop, as well as eating Indian 
and Japanese food.  Some of her 
favorite hobbies include reading, 

traveling and yoga.  Dr. Baruah ap-
preciates eight hours of uninterrupt-
ed sleep, something that she has not 
really had a chance to have since 
her son was born in September 
2010.  Another interesting fact 
about Dr. Baruah is that she said 
that “[she] would like to be reborn 
as a pampered housecat.”  ■ 

by her mentor Dr. R.B.J. Walker, 
she was deeply inspired by his 
teachings on “the possibility of 
global transformation that moved us 
from a radically unequal and divid-
ed world to a world of social jus-
tice, equity, and genuine peace.”  

While in graduate school, she 
started working as a volunteer, then 
consultant and researcher for inter-
national organizations such as 
Planned Parenthood Federation; 
Feminist Alliance for International 
Action, Rights and Democracy; and 
the South African NGO Coalition. 
Her research focused on the causes, 
consequences, and remedies for 
war. 

She has taught Feminist Theo-
ry, International Human Rights, 
Feminism and Globalization and 
Race and Sexuality in a Global 
Context in the Department of Wom-
en’s, Gender and Sexuality Studies 
for eight years at CSULB before 
switching to the International Stud-
ies Program to teach I/ST 490: Sen-
ior Research Seminar and Interna-
tional Human Rights. She has de-
veloped two courses that will be 
taught in the future: I/ST 333: Eth-

Dr. Elizabeth Philipose 
By Janice Kim, Senior 

 
Dr. Elizabeth Philipose has 

come a long way since her child-
hood days in a small, rural town in 
Alberta, Canada. When she was first 
introduced to political theory ap-
proaches to international relations 

ics of Globalization; and I/ST 100: 
Global Citizenship.  

Dr. Philipose says one of her 
most  memorable traveling experi-
ences includes her childhood visits 
to family living in Kuwait, Dubai, 
London, Paris, Singapore, Malay-
sia, and her family’s home country 
in Kerala, India. As an adult, she 
particularly enjoyed the long bus 
and train rides that took her 
throughout Japan, Dublin and India. 
Also, during her time in Durban for 
the World Conference against Rac-
ism, remains vivid in her mind be-
cause she witnessed the incredible 
gathering of people’s movements, 
including hundreds of Dalits from 
India, landless peoples from South 
Africa, and global Indigenous Peo-
ples movements. 

When asked what advice she 
has for our I/ST students, Dr. 
Philipose replied, “There is a whole 
world of wisdom, compassion, joy 
and beauty to discover, and so 
much to learn from so many people. 
Whatever you do, do it with an 
open mind and open heart. Be edu-
cable. Be teachable. Be of service.” 
■ 

Outstanding Professors 
These professors were nominated by ISSA club members and IST students for being outstanding and inspiring professors.  
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Dr. Baruah and her son, Ahaan. 

Dr. Philipose and her dog, Daisy, at 
Zuma Beach.  



 

Lyndon Low 
By Bryan Bujarski, Senior 
 
[Lyndon Low is receiving the Dis-
tinguished Senior Paper Award for 
his outstanding work on his senior 
paper called:  “It’s me, not you: US 
misinterpretation  of  China’s  Na-
tional Interests”.] 

 
Lyndon is an I/ST major with a 

concentration in East Asia and an 
emphasis  on  culture  and  identi-
ty.  Like most I/ST majors, he has 
an adventurous spirit for travel and 
recently returned from studying in 
Beijing, China for a year.  While in 
China  he  had  the  opportunity  to 
travel to other places such as South 
Korea, Hong Kong, Thailand, Ma-
laysia and his favorite place Cam-
bodia.  One of his most memorable 
moments from traveling abroad was 
when a chandelier light bulb fell 
and broke on his face.  He and his 
friends had spent the night in the 
emergency room and ended up trav-
eling to seven different hospitals in 
order to get a tetanus shot.  Aside 
from  traveling,  Lyndon  enjoys 

spending time with his family play-
ing badminton and visiting muse-
ums.  He also loves visiting cafes, 
writing poetry, and catching up on 
sleep whenever possible.  

When  asked  about  why  he 
chose I/ST he replied, “I love the 
idea of being forced to study abroad 
and learning a language.  I like the 
combination of history, sociology, 

anthropology, politics and women’s 
studies classes that are available to 
take.  I wanted a major that would 
open me up to different opportuni-
ties. With I/ST I have become a 
more rounded person who is more 
up to date on the world.”              

Some of his favorite classes he 
took at CSULB were I/ST 492, be-
cause he got to study abroad, and 

Psych 356: Psychology of Per-
sonality because it was an inter-
esting class and the teacher pro-
vided a great learning environ-
ment.  His career goals include 
working for the Department of 
State or the Department of De-
fense in diplomatic services or 
as a foreign area officer in ei-
ther Asia or Latin America.  His 
advice for all I/ST majors is to 
study abroad, study abroad and 
study abroad!  With careful fi-
nancial planning, it is truly a 
realistic goal.  He also recom-
mends you to take senior semi-
nar at least one semester before 
your graduation so that way you 

avoid senioritis and are more fo-
cused.  ■ 

Distinguished Senior Paper  
Recognition for outstanding paper mainly based on strong critical and analytical writing skills 
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Outstanding Service Award 
Recognition for service to department, college, university, or community 

Tanya Aubin 
By Hanna Lee, Sophomore 

 
Tanya Aubin, I/ST major with 

an emphasis in East Asia, began 
her CSULB career as an interior 
design major. Yet, her ongoing 
passion for global affairs, cultures, 
and humanitarian work influenced 
her to switch to IST. Tanya said 
the major suited 
her perfectly be-
cause “it had a 
little bit of every-
thing including 
sociology, politi-
cal science, his-
tory, and geogra-
phy.” Although 
design is still a 
part of her, Tan-
ya has no regrets 
about being an 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Studies major. 
“Accumulating 
knowledge of the 
world is one of my 

biggest passions. I feel like I can use 
this knowledge throughout my whole 
life.” 

One of her favorite experiences 
while vacationing in China was get-
ting to know the locals and listening 
to their life stories. Through the eye-
opening encounters she had, Tanya 
realized the importance of establish-

ing relationships 
between people 
wherever she 
went. “It brings a 
greater under-
s t a n d i n g  o f 
where you’re 
v is i t ing  and 
makes you real-
ize that everyone 
has more in com-
mon with each 
other than we 
tend to think.” 
After taking sev-
eral classes from 
her concentra-

tion, her passion in 

working for human rights in China 
continues to expand and inspire her 
to start her own charity foundation 
and international coffee house 
where part of the proceeds will 
contribute to the foundation. 

Her appreciation for art has 
continued to shine through her con-
tributions and design ideas for IS-
SA. In the future, Tanya plans on 
teaching English in China and to 
apply for a M.A. in International 
Affairs. “Ultimately, I see myself 
working in human rights. I am de-
termined to do everything in my 
power to make a difference.”  

As a graduating senior and 
Outstanding Service Award recipi-
ent, Tanya leaves CSULB with 
much inspiration from Dr. Baruah 
along with “her admirable accom-
plishments and exceptional charac-
ter.” International Studies will con-
tinue to play a large role in Tanya’s 
view of the world and press on to 
be an experience that she can carry 
on into the future.  ■ 

Lyndon at Angkor Wat in Siam Reap, 
Cambodia 

Tanya at the Great wall of China 



Casey Burkard 
By Tanya Aubin, Senior 

 
One of the most passionate and 

devoted I/ST students encountered 
is Casey Burkard. She has ded-
icated an ample amount of her 
time to doing what she loves 
and  is  progressively  making 
the world a better place. Be-
fore International Studies, Ca-
sey’s dream career was to be-
come a photojournalist. Now, 
her  experiences  throughout 
college have led her to want a 
career as a consultant in the 
education sector. “I think the 
idea is the same — I want to 
change things. The difference 
now is the approach to chang-
ing them.” Her ultimate goal is 
to work with Ministries of Ed-
ucation in Sub-Saharan Africa 
to reform national curriculums and 
pedagogy.  

While studying abroad in Mali, 
Casey learned how to speak French. 
She not only learned French, but 
also taught a class in this language 
at a local school in Mali. She had 
many  memorable  experiences  in 
Mali including the time she went to 
a festival called “Fish Fete” to cele-

move to Detroit, Michigan this June 
to teach English at a middle school 
for two to three years. As a prepara-
tion for this new adventure, Casey 
has volunteered at a local middle 

school five days a week this past 
year and also founded the free 
after school tutoring program 
there.  
Casey  is  an  incredibly  well-
rounded  person  and  holds 
many talents including being a 
singer and songwriter. Her ad-
vice to aspiring I/ST students is 
to “always do what you love 
because the rest will follow.” 
Many professors have inspired 
Casey in International Studies. 
“Dr. Baruah taught me how to 
analyze  what’s  going  on 
around me, Dr. Weise taught 
me  how  to  organize  those 
thoughts into a meaningful way 

and create a program for change, 
and Dr. Marcus taught me how to 
act on those thoughts and feel com-
fortable in their pursuit.” After re-
flecting on her college career, she 
stated, “I/ST is the best thing that 
happened  to  me  in  college.  If  I 
could go back and do it all again, 
I’d undoubtedly choose I/ST.”■ 
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Outstanding Service Award (Continued) 

Cookie Partansky 
By Tanya Aubin, Senior 

 
Cookie is one of the most char-

ismatic and committed International 
Studies majors. She has made an 
exceptional  contribution  to  ISSA 
and has always been active in glob-
al issues pertaining to her concen-
tration in International Studies.   

 Cookie acquired many interest-
ing  experiences  while  studying 

abroad. While she was in Italy, she 
went to a rural town that put on 
fireworks to advertise events. “The 
first Friday night I was looking at 
the hills and saw a giant heart float 
over the rolling hills. I found it hi-
larious looking out into the dark-
ness  and  see  the  flashing  lights 
above the countryside.” After she 
studied abroad, Cookie learned to 
“take  chances,  but  not  risks.” 
“While I could meet some interest-

ing people while studying 
abroad,  eat  some  deli-
cious food, or see some 
amazing sights, I could 
never  depend  on  those 
people to do ‘the right 
thing’ and get me out of 
trouble.”  She  did  have 
some strangers help her 
when she was traveling, 
but she found that travel-
ing alone was more dan-
gerous. Cookie has also 
taken  her  cat  that  she 
loves to both Italy and 

Jordan to live with her.    
Cookie has applied to multiple 
Master’s Programs and is cur-
rently awaiting on their replies. 
In ten years, she sees herself 

working outside of the United States 
(preferably in a warm climate) and 
if she does not have her dream job 
by that time, she will be pursuing 
that goal. Her advice to aspiring I/
ST students is “if you get the chance 
to study abroad for more than a se-
mester, do it! The more you spend 
in a language immersion program, 
the more comfortable you will feel 
years later.” Cookie’s most inspiring 
teacher  is  Dr.  Marcus.  He  has 
helped her throughout her college 
career and also made her realize her 
personal  goals  in  life.  She is  in-
spired  by  his  willingness  to  help 
every student that walks through his 
office doors. 

Before  entering  IST,  Cookie 
wanted to work for a multinational 
corporation. After being in the Mod-
el UN class, she learned that policy 
makers  actually  depend  on  non-
profit organizations more than we 
think. She hopes to work for a non-
profit  organization  based  on  re-
sources for refugees. “I would like 
to see how I could improve the lives 
of refugees on a global level.” ■  

brate the beginning of the fishing 
season. Already being tired from all 
of the activities, she sat down by the 
river when a fish popped up from 
underneath her legs. At that moment, 

she was able to grab the fish while a 
few Malian women were watching 
and applauded her. She said it was 
one of her proudest moments.   

Casey  has  been  accepted  into 
Teach for America, one of the top 
non-profit organizations for educa-
tion in the United States. She will 

Casey gets a new hairdo in Salone 

On behalf of ISSA, Cookie Partansky, Deanna 
Lam, &  Karen Calicdan received the  CLASC 

Award for Best Programming.  



 

PAGE 7 THE INTERNATIONAL STUDIES STUDENT NEWSLETTER ISSUE 4 

Distinguished Student Award  
Recognition of on criteria important for IST: study abroad experience, leadership, writing skills, GPA 

Aimee Armstrong 
By Nathan Cruz, Junior 

 
The International Studies pro-

gram has offered Aimee a truly 
unique and balanced interdis-
ciplinary approach to the in-
ternational experience. When 
asked about her experience 
with the major she said that 
the department has given her 
an educational platform to 
pursue her interests in con-
temporary world issues that 
would have otherwise re-
mained unknown to her. It 
has helped her narrow down 
what is important to her and 
has helped her channel her 
energy and focus on the gen-
dered experience of the as-
similation and integration of 
migrant women — not only 
an important world issue, but 
an important local issue as 
well.  

After college she is plan-
ning to take a position as an execu-
tive assistant to a local entrepreneur 
who specializes in domestic and 
international interests. When asked 
about the position Aimee said, “[It] 
offers opportunities to utilize the 
skills I have learned and offers flex-
ibility to continue my studies.”  
Aimee is currently looking at vari-
ous graduate schools and forums 
that focus on international relations 

and diplomacy. Aimee hopes to one 
day be an advocate for important 
global issues, possibly working for 
the U.S. Department of State.  

Aimee would like to thank her 

parents, her “adopted” study abroad 
families, the Office of International 
Programs at SFSU, and the Interna-
tional Studies and French depart-
ments here at CSULB — all of 
which have played a vital role in 

her success as a student. Aimee 
looks up to the professors here at 
CSULB and hopes to one day make 
a difference in the world the way 
they have. 

Aimee’s advice for current 
IST students is: “Never be 
afraid to take a risk. When I 
made the decision to move 
to France, I could only say 
‘My name is...’ and count 
to 10! Living in a small 
town in a foreign country 
where I didn't have any 
friends and where hardly 
anyone speaks English was 
a risk I am thrilled to say I 
will never regret.”   
 As a successful Inter-
national Studies major at 
CSULB, determinism and 
optimism have shown to be 
two major factors that have 
attributed to her success in 
the program. When asked 
about this Aimee said, 
“Things don't always natu-

rally fall into place the way we 
would like them to and when they 
don't, it is necessary to find a way 
to change either yourself or the out-
side circumstances to the best of 
your ability to continue and pursue 
your dream.” ■ 

 

Maribel Loera 
By Amanda Vega, Freshman 

 
"I was happy and honored, I 

was not expecting to receive the 
Outstanding Student Award." 
Through this wonderful, fulfilling, 
and even sometimes downright ex-
hausting major of ours, she now 
"sees the world in a 
different manner." 
Maribel credits this to 
the wide spectrum of 
classes she took here 
at CSULB with our 
outstanding profes-
sors. "International 
Studies gave me the 
opportunity to be able 
to challenge myself 
and to explore the 
processes and conse-
quences of the inter-
actions between inter-
national and national, 
global and local pro-
spects." Growing and 

learning within this major, one can 
always count on becoming a true 
global citizen in every aspect.  

Aside from her studies, Maribel 
keeps a cool and level head through 
various activities. She loves running 
and hiking, and  keeping in true   I/
ST fashion, she also enjoys travel-
ing and taking road trips. What are 

the future plans 
for this promising 
student? Teaching 
English in France, 
or perhaps volun-
teering abroad, 
are on the top of 
her list. In ten 
years we can 
hope to see Mari-
bel working and 
living in the very 
heart of Montreal. 
Maribel aspires to 
further her educa-
tion by gaining a 
Masters degree 
from the Univer-

sity of Montreal.  
 Maribel Loera is 

being recognized for the Outstand-
ing Student Award for a number of 
reasons. What makes her standout 
from the pack is the way she has 
managed to remain very much 
grounded throughout her career as 
an I/ST student. She says that disci-
pline has been one of her most at-
tributing factors that has helped her 
remain focused. 

She owes much of her success 
to her parents who "have worked so 
hard to give me a better life and 
opportunity." We all can relate and 
realize that without the help and 
support of those around us, we 
could not have hoped to become 
what we are today, and Maribel 
would like to thank her family, 
friends, and the IST faculty. Mari-
bel advises current I/ST students to 
"enjoy every class and to challenge 
your perception and knowledge." ■ 

Aimee in front of Buckingham 
Palace, London. 



Georgina Crepps 
By Emily Clark  

 
As an I/ST major one learns 

about other cultures, languages, and 
customs. However when the last 
page of the textbook is read and 

highlighted, what next?  Georgina 
Crepps has no problem answering 
this question. She has taken it upon 
herself to not only learn about other 
cultures but has set out to experience 
the world for herself. She not only 
knows the names of cuisine but rec-

ognizes its taste and 
smell. She can see pic-
tures of Italy with a 
trained eye as if she was 
still there. Albert Ein-
stein once said that 
“ e x p e r i e n c e  i s 
knowledge, the rest is 
just information”, an 
idea that Georgina 
Crepps has exemplified. 
In a brief interview 
Georgina said the fol-
lowing about her Out-
standing Student award:  
“I know that there are a 
lot of outstanding stu-
dents in IST so I am very 
honored that all my hard 
work is being recog-
nized. I chose IST be-
cause I wanted a major 

that would not limit me to 
one discipline or area of 

study. I have always enjoyed learn-
ing about other cultures and IST 
seemed to be a great opportunity to 
do so in receiving a well-rounded 
education. I also enjoy traveling 
and cooking. In addition, before 
starting college, I already knew 
that I wanted to study abroad and 
IST gave me an excuse to have an 
amazing experience studying in 
Turin, Italy for two semesters and 
traveling around Europe.  Next fall,  
I will pursue a Master's degree in 
International Studies at an as of yet 
undecided university. Dr. Philipose 
has been a great supporter of mine 
as a professor and thesis adviser, 
and I believe she is a great asset of 
the IST program.” 

Everyone in the I/ST major 
would like to wish Georgina 
Crepps the best of luck in every 
endeavor she takes up after college. 
Success is born and carried out by 
such students like Georgina and 
she will inspire others to not only 
learn, but to apply what they learn 
into tangible, unforgettable experi-
ences. ■ 

Outstanding Student Award 
Recognition for strong GPA score 
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Omega Letana 
By Emily Clark, Sophomore 

 
Within the realms of the Interna-

tional Studies majors, there are sev-
eral  students that  deserve recogni-
tion. One such student is 
Omega  Letana.  Rising 
from what  used  to  be  a 
very small major and has 
now  grown  exponentially 
over  the  years,  Omega 
Letana has established her-
self as a student of great 
passion,  effective  work 
ethic, and humble service.  

In a brief interview she 
states the following: “It is a 
great honor to receive the 
Outstanding  Student 
Award  for  International 
Studies. As an I/ST major, 
I can definitely say that it 
has made me more aware 
of the things that are hap-
pening around me, not only 
in this country, but over-
seas as well. I appreciate 
the fact that the program 
gave me the chance to learn 
about a variety of subjects while 
being able to focus on certain as-
pects of International Studies that 

really interest me. I chose this major 
because even though the value of a 
degree like this is not always recog-
nized, I believe that in a highly glob-
alized world such as ours today, it is 
important to know about other states 

and the relationships that exist be-
tween and within them. I am also 
interested in learning about other 
cultures, especially their languages. 
The  courses  that  I  have  taken 
through  the  program  have  been 

challenging  but  from 
them,  I  have  gained 
knowledge and a better 
understanding  of  our 
world.” 
From her travels and ed-
ucation,  Omega  Letana 
has gone above and be-
yond what was asked of 
her by excelling in her 
schoolwork. With her I/
ST major, Omega is not 
merely learning about the 
world but applying it to 
her  everyday  life.  Her 
work  and  dedication 
speaks  volumes  of  her 
heart  for  I/ST  and  the 
benefits  that  choosing 
this major can do for the 
world. ■ 

Georgina visiting a piazza in Bologna, Italy 

Omega celebrating the Waseda University 
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The International Studies Student Association was 
created to help both majors and non-majors talk about 
and get more involved in the world around them. We 
provide an open forum for discussion in a fun and 
friendly atmosphere and connect alumni and students for 
increased networking and opportunities for your future. 
We are here to educate students in a global context, em-
brace diversity, and counter ethnocentrism! We have 
also had the opportunity to support international philan-
thropic organizations, such as US Campaign for Burma, 
Invisible Children, the Le Petit Train School in Haiti, 
and the US Fund for UNICEF. Join us at our meetings 
on Wednesdays, 5:30 pm at SSPA 209 to share your 
t h o u g h t s  o n  t h e  w o r l d .  
Contact us at istassociation@gmail.com 

Newsletter Contributers 

 
I/ST Program Director 
Dr. Richard Marcus 

Editor-in-Chief 
Janice Kim  

Contributers 
Tanya Aubin 

Bryan Bujarski 
Kimberly Conchada 

Emily Clark 
Nathan Cruz 
Natalie Garac 

Janice Kim 
Hanna Lee 

Amanda Vega 

Support 
CSULB International Studies  

Program 

Special Thanks to  
Kimberly Conchada 
Cookie Partansky 

Your donations allow the International Studies Program to bring lecturers to campus, to put on I/ST 
related events, and to sponsor students for our annual Awards Banquet. We realize that in this economic 
downturn, money is tight, but any amount you have in your budget for us would be greatly appreciated. 

Please send checks addressed to the CSULB International Studies Program to: 
 

Attn: International Studies Program 
1250 Bellflower Blvd. MS-4065  

Long Beach, CA 90840  
Telephone: (562) 985-4705  

Fax: (562) 985-4979  
E-mail: richard.marcus@csulb.edu 

DONATIONS WELCOME! 

About  ISSA 

mailto:istassocation@gmail.com�
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